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average  elementary school  in England much later is wel\
known.
The character of the school which Pestalozzi would substi-
tute for this has been indicated. The school was to be a
transformed home, approximating the same relationships,
duplicating the same spirit, seeking the same ends; that is,
the moral and intellectual development and the material
betterment of the child. It is the peculiar excellence of
Pestalozzi that he was the first to make great progress in
indicating the practical way in which these new educational
ideas could be realized. But in seeking the essentials of this
new method, we must clearly distinguish between the prin-
ciples fundamental to the new practices and the particular
form, often crude and experimental, sometimes erroneous or
absurd, which was given to these principles in the early
gropings of Pestalozzi and his assistants.
The essential thought of the Pestalozzian method is corn
paratively simple. It is based on the fundamental conception
of what education is ; namely, the continuous development ot
the mind through appropriate exercise so selected that there
will result a harmonious and progressive functioning of the
mind in all its capacities of action or expression. The
result at any stage should be a symmetrical and complete or-
ganic life. The fundamental endeavor was to analyze kno\vl
edge in any particular line into its simplest elements, as the*e
present themselves naturally to the attention of the child.
These were to be acquired not simply in their form, but in their
real inner meaning by the process of observation, or sense
impression (intuition, it was often called), and developed by a
progressive series of exercises graded by almost imperceptible
degrees into a continuous chain, Such exercises were to be
based primarily upon the study of objects rather than upon
the study of words. The object lesson, then, was the core
of the method; but the object lesson not as often employed for
the mere purpose of obtaining a knowledge of the objects 01